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These two match in content. The
running head is in all caps. The page
header with page number is
capitalized with the first letter only.
The text is 5 spaces to the left of the
page number.

NOTE: This document is intended as
a visual guide to APA paper
formatting. The paper rubric is the
ultimate authority regarding the
content requirements of the Senior
Project paper.
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Abstract

Do not indent the abstract. The abstract is a complete summary of the paper’s content.
Summarize the most important ideas of each section so the reader can preview the paper and gain

a general understanding of the paper. Abstracts are no longer than 150 words.
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Policy Identification and Explanation

The policy identification section requires students to identify and explain the policy.
Identify the policy by name and number, when possible, explain the policy in your own words,
and be sure to indicate if the policy is a local, state, federal or international in scope. You may
quote the policy directly, but it is important to be able to explain what the key points of the
policy are in your own words to show you understand what the policy means.

Policy History/Background

Trace the history of the policy issue and explain what was happening that made it so the
policy exists today. Include the influence political parties, elected officials, interest groups,
and/or specific individuals had on the creation of the policy. Graphical support may be included
in this section. Remember to make sure the history included is relevant, and that gaps in the
historical timeline are explained.

Current Situation

Explain the current situation regarding the policy, including the effects and outcomes
resulting from the policy based on valid research and data, which includes statistics about the
policy’s effectiveness. Essentially, explain if the policy is working as intended and to what
extent. ldentify and analyze changing factors which may impact the policy. Graphical support
may be included in this section.

Differing Viewpoints

Examine and analyze two or more differing points of view (though not necessarily
opposing points of view), comparing and contrasting each. Graphical support may be included
in this section. It is important to note the comparing means to show similarities, and contrasting

means to show differences.

Notice that the paper is double spaced, even between sections. If you set up the 1” margins and
double-spacing before you begin, then you won’t have extra spaces between sections.
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Policy Recommendation

Recommend changes to the current policy or explain the need for the policy to remain in
effect. All recommendations must address political or economic feasibility, and must be based
on valid research presented in earlier paper sections. (To be considered for an advanced score in
this category, students must address political and economic feasibility; refer to the paper rubric

for more information.)

4



Shortened Title 5

References

Fincher, G., Grantham, E., Hohman, R., Johnson, Y., Lawrence, B., Meltzer, G., et al. (1995).
Killer Windows 95. Indianapolis: Que.

Kerry, J. (2004). The promise of opportunity. Phi Delta Kappan, 86. 115-118. Retrieved January
10, 2006, from http://www.pdkintl.org/kappan /k_v86/k0410ker.htm

Kulman, L. (2002, April 29). Who owns history? U.S. News and World Report, 132, 51-52.

Parkinson, R. & McLeish, K. (2002). Medical illustrator. Retrieved September 9, 2002, from
CXOnline: http://cx.bridges.com/

Seppa, N. (2005, December 24). Stem cell controversy. Science News, 168, 406.

Tyler, P. E. (2002, April 29). The hurdles and the goal. New York Times, p. Al.

Wright, S. (2001, November 8). Arafat's familiar balancing act gets trickier. The Christian
Science Monitor, 93, p. 7. Retrieved January 11, 2006, from MAS Ultra - School Edition
database.

Zwerdling, D. (Narr). (2002, April 30). McDonald's New Farm. [Radio broadcast].

Philadelphia: National Public Radio.

The References page is a separate page. List references alphabetically, and keep the
margins and spacing are the same as the rest of the paper:

e 1” margins
e Double Space

Super-Important Note: Your internal citations must match your references page. List
only the sources here that are cited in the paper. If there is not a match, the paper will
receive a “No Score” and it must be revised. The paper will incur a late penalty.
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Appendix 1 (optional)

You can include your graphic support here if you choose not to
imbed it in your text. Make sure that you clearly reference your
graphic support in your text. One way to do so is by explaining
the graph for your reader: “According to the graph in Appendix
1...” Avoid just including your graph and assuming your reader
will see the connection to the topic. Cite your source under
each graphic support the way you cite it on the references page
(a full citation).




